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November 14, 1959 



The Honorable Eara Taft Benaon^' 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D, C, 

Dear Ezra: 


I very much appreciate your giving me the opportunity 
reading your article on religion as you had observed it in Russia. 
It is a very fine article and I do not believe It can be in any way 
interpreted to hinder the President’s opportunity for improved 
relations with the Russian government. 

It may be of interest to you that Mr. Khrushchev, in 
referring to the Camp David Spirit, made It clear that he did 
not mean "ideological disarmament." Your article states 
simply and effectively that all of us must indeed retain and 
build up our "ideological armament. " 

With best wishes. 


Faithfully yours, 



Allen W , Dulles 
Director 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Honorable Ezra Taft Benson 
Se^etary of Agriculture 
Dep^tment of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Ezra\ ’ 

1- do in^ed thank^yeur for giving nne the opportunity of 
reading your ar^iple on religion as you had observed it in 
Russia. It is a vehy fine article and I do not believe it can be 
in any way interpreted to hinder the President's opportunity 
for improved relationkwith the Russian government. 

It may be of interek^ to you that Mr. Khrushchev, in 
referring to the Camp David\Spirit, made it clear that he did 
not mean "ideological disarmament. " Your article states 
simply and effectively that all o'i us must indeed retain and 
build up our "ideological armameht. " 


It wa^ ve,ry ^ind of you to perinit mp to read the. aittidle 
before it Is p^rihted. • . \ 

Ui vtu, , \ 

"Si^trerel-y, 


Allen W. DuTles 
Director \ 
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X>«ar Eerft: 

I do iadeod t3iiuUii> yoa iot fiviag m« the op^poetuait^r of reeding 
year article on relifiea ae yoa had obeerred it in Rnssia. It ie a 
very line article aad 1 dd not believe it can be in any way Interpreted 
to hinder the Preaideat^s oppertoaity lor imprcnred relationa with 
the Ruaeiaa government. 

It may be el intereat to you that Mr. Khruahehev, la referring 
to the Camp JQavid Spi^t. mide It clear that he did i^t mean 
■*ideologicai disarmament. ’* four arbiete atatea aim|dy and effectively 
that all of ua moat indeed retain and build up our **ideologieal armament. " 

It was very kind cd you to pf rmit me to read the article before 
it ia printed. 

Sdneerdy. 


Eacloaure 


Hon. £rra TaH l^naon 
The Secretary of Agriculture 
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